INNOVATION DISTRICT DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE

Meeting #2 on Thursday, February 18, 2010

2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

at

Holyoke Heritage State Park

Visitors Center Exhibit Hall

221 Appleton Street, Holyoke, Massachusetts

A G E N D A

1. Call to Order, Welcome New Task Force Members Opening Remarks/Announcements by Co-Chairs and January 14th Meeting Minutes – Kathy Anderson of the City of Holyoke and Tim Brennan of the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission – 2:30 p.m.

2. Much More Than a Black Box: What is a High Performance Computing Center? – 2:45 p.m.

Lead Presenter:        James Kurose, Distinguished Professor

                                 Department of Computer Science - University of Massachusetts Amherst

3. A Primer on an Atypical Approach to Site Selection: Understanding the Higher Education Consortium’s Customer-Centric Role in the Holyoke HPCC Site Selection Process – 3:10 p.m.

Lead Presenters:      Kenn Delude, President - Westmass Area Development Corporation

                                                and

                               James Lavelle, Manager - Holyoke Gas and Electric

4. Reinventing Local and Regional Economies: Reflections from North Carolina’s Research Triangle Region and the City-Region of Tampere, Finland – 3:30 p.m.

Lead Presenters:      Robert Kispert, Director of Cluster Development

                                                            and

                               Carlos Martinez-Vela, Director of Innovation Policy

                                 John Adams Innovation Institute/MTC

5. Food for Thought: Three Questions to Discuss and Provide Input for the Development of a Request for Proposals (RFPs) to be Used to Engage a Consultant or Consultant Team to Help Assemble the Proposed “Innovation District” Strategy – 4:10 p.m.

1. What does reinventing the local and regional economy mean to you?

2. What are some ongoing efforts to reinvent the economy that need to be accounted for and integrated into a comprehensive reinvention strategy? 

3. What are the key categories of assets and aspirations of the city/region that could be incorporated in the Request for Proposals (RFP)?

6. Next Steps Including the Anticipated Agenda for the Next Full Task Force Meeting Scheduled for 2:30 p.m. on  Thursday, April 8th.  – 4:30 p.m.

                                                                                                                        ADJOURN
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