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Statement from the University Consortium Members of the Massachusetts Green High Performance Computing Center
(July 29, 2010) – The university consortium members of the Massachusetts Green High Performance Computing Center (MGHPCC) – the University of Massachusetts, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston University, Northeastern University and Harvard University – are pleased to provide updates on a number of the key aspects of the project.  We remain committed to our goal of building a world-class, green high performance computing facility in Holyoke to serve the growing needs of our faculty, developing a collaborative research agenda in advanced computing and applications that positions Massachusetts as a global leader, and working in close partnership with local, regional and state officials to leverage the facility for economic growth.  

The project is moving forward and on schedule, and the university consortium is engaged in ongoing communication with Commonwealth and City officials, as well as key industry partners such as Cisco and EMC.  Highlights of our progress include the following:

· Decision-making for site selection remains on schedule – The MGHPCC facility will be developed and managed by MGGHPCC, Inc., our recently-established corporate entity.  The MGHPCC, Inc. board of directors, which is chaired by University of Massachusetts President Jack Wilson and comprised of senior executives of the university consortium members, will review site selection recommendations at its first meeting next week.  Although significant work will remain after a board decision is made with respect to negotiations for transfer of site control and preparations for the development of the facility, this will represent the start of the next phase of the project.  Additional information will be made available in the coming weeks, and we have begun working with the Governor’s Office on scheduling an event in the fall.

· Preparations for physical development of the facility continue – The university consortium is continuing to prepare for site work, which will be initiated in the fall and reach full-scale activity in spring 2011.  A world-class design and engineering firm, M+W Group, is currently at work on the project, and we are moving toward making a selection and signing a contract with a construction management company, who will have direct responsibility for developing the facility.

· MGHPCC leadership search is underway – The university consortium has hired Korn/Ferry International, a leading executive search firm, to manage the recruitment of an executive director, and the search committee is also meeting with prospective candidates referred to us through industry colleagues from Cisco, EMC and elsewhere, and from other leading academic high performance computing centers.

· Planning for education and outreach activities continues – Progress continues to be made on planning for education and outreach programs, as highlighted by the release today of the report (http://www-net.cs.umass.edu/ghpcc_workshop_april_2010) of a recent workshop held at Holyoke Community College. This includes the direct participation not only of the university consortium members, but also of the members of the Five Colleges Consortium, Holyoke Community College, Springfield Technical Community College, Holyoke Public Schools and other key stakeholders.

In addition to the activities reported above, we are similarly pleased to continue to be involved in the work of the Holyoke Innovation District Design and Development (HIDDD) Task Force, and look forward to ongoing efforts to better connect with the broader planning efforts underway in the city and region.

While many of these activities must be executed directly by the university consortium itself and MGHPCC, Inc., it is a highly collaborative effort.  The Patrick-Murray Administration and the City of Holyoke have been instrumental in helping us meet our milestones and keep this project moving forward.  We appreciate their work as well as the support of the HIDDD Task Force and the larger community.  This complex, multi-faceted initiative demands a shared approach, and we are fortunate to have supportive partners.

Contact:  Tom Testa, Boston University, (617) 959-3887, ttesta@bu.edu 
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